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Dace in Witham. Notes by Janet Gyford 

i.e the family of the church clerk etc. For a separate article about him, see a separate post headed ‘James Dace, musician’ 

There were some pauper Daces including a James and a George who were perhaps a different family. 
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Marriage register 

1808, 8 July, James Dace, bachelor, of Witham, married Mildred Malyon, spinster of Witham. 

 

Baptisms 

Baptism of child of James Dace and Jane Jarvis 

1807, Feb 8 James 

Dace 

Jane Jarvis   

Baptisms of children of James and Mildred Dace, searched 1808-1830, 

Baptised Name Parents Surna

me 

Of Occupation 

1809, Feb 12 William James and Mildred Dace   

1810, July 22 George James and Mildred Dace   

1812, Aug 16 James James and Mildred Dace   

1815, Feb 12 Mildred 

Maria 

James and Mildred Dace of Witham Gardener 

1817, Aug 3 Eliza James and Mildred Dace of Witham Gardener 

1819, July 18 Emma James and Mildred Dace of Witham Church clerk 

1821, July 1 James James and Mildred Dace of Witham Parish clerk 

1823, July 13 Walter James and Mildred Dace of Chipping 

Hill 

Parish clerk 

1825, Oct 9 Jane 

Ellen 

James and Mildred Dace of Chipping 

Hill 

Church clerk 

1827, Jan 30 Robert James and Mildred Dace of Chipping 

Hill 

Church clerk 

1830, April 7*  Mary Ann James and Mildred Dace of Chipping 

Hill 

Church clerk 

Baptisms of children of James and Elizabeth Dace, searched 1846-60 

1849, Dec 19 Gustavus 

Orlando 

James and Elizabeth Dace Witham Church clerk 

1851, Aug 10 Isabella James and Elizabeth Dace Witham Church clerk 

*admitted, having been privately bap Feb 25 

 

1816-1858, marriage register 

Dace as parish clerk, and female Daces witnessed many marriages. 

 

General: 

 

n.d. T/P 133/19 re Witham 

James Dace, church clerk, gardener, was weather wise. 

 

1803-1813, James Dace was a bugler with the Witham Company of Rifle Volunteers. The 

official forms specified drummers but this had been altered to buglers. There was one other 

(George Todd) in 1803, and two others (William Smith and James Turner) in 1813 (PRO WO 

13/4321) 

 

1819 

2 August, James Dace attended the Vestry meeting at Witham and ‘asked to be relieved from 

the weekly payment of 1s 6d for the maintenance of Jane Jarvis’s child’. It was agreed that the 

quarter’s pay was now due, but in default of his providing a situation for the boy on or before 

Michaelmas day, the allowance was to be continued. The Vestry Clerk was to try and get the 

boy put out as a parish apprentice, for instance to ‘some fisherman’ On 18 May and 5 June, 

Vestry acknowledged to owe James Dace £5 on 18 November 1823, provided his natural child 
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James Dace Jarvis is living under indentures of apprenticeship with Mr Isaac Potter of the 

parish of Totham, shoemaker(D/P 30/8/1). 

 

1821 

‘The organist Dace’s salary to be reduced from £30 to £40 per annum’, paid quarterly (D/P 

30/8/1). 

 

1824 

2 August. Vestry resolved to give the organist notice to leave. Letter sent to him to that effect. 

Later (1829) Henry William Hardy was offered the job. (D/P 30/8/2). 

 

1830, St Nicholas churchyard (T/Z 151/29) 

Stone 68. Mildred wife of James Dace died 14 Feb 1830 aged 43. Also two of their children 

(unnamed on stone but from burial register they were Mary Ann, infant, buried 8 June, and 

Walter aged 6, buried 8 July 1830). 

 

1832 Poll book 

James Dace on register, no vote recorded. Owned freehold offices and house and garden at 

Chipping Hill.  

 

1837, marriage register 

18 April, George Brightwell, bachelor, of Witham, married Mildred Maria Dace, single, of 

Witham (witnesses included James Dace and Emma Dace. 

 

1838-39 Electoral register 

James Dace, owner house and garden in Chipping Hill near the church. 

 

1839 tithe map and award (ERO D/CT 405A and B), plot8 

Plot 7, in what is now churchyard, glebe land, owned Rev John Bramston, occupied James 

Dace, cottage and garden) 

 

1839 directory 

William Dace, parish clerk, Chipping Hill (perhaps an error) 

 

Dixon’s diary 1840 

Monday, December 14 

Very cold E. wind. Wild fowl in large flocks have made their appearance on the Maldon River. 

But our Vicar (Bramston) seems very warm in his calling for on Thursday last his Clerk's son 

(who lives by his professio as a musician) engaged himself to play the Serophine in the new 

dissenting chapel. This seems to have given the Vicar great offence and he severely lectured 

the fatther for allowing his son to enter such a place for such a purpose. I know not what we 

are coming to but the fantastic tricks of these bigots will assuredly recoil upon themselves. 

Snow last night and very cold today. Therm 16 last night at 10. 

[serophene – and early harmonium) 

 

1841 census returns, HO 107/343/16, f.43, Chipping Hill, Church Street 

James Dace   50 Parish clerk born in Essex 

James Dace   20 Professor of music born in Essex 

Jane Dace   15  born in Essex 

Robert Dace   10  born in Essex 

Probably next to Woolpack 

(also Eliza Dace, 20, F.S. with William Rust, butcher, in Church Street, in next household) 

 

1841, marriage register 

8 July 
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Thomas Mead, full age, bach, baker, of St Nicholas Acons?, Middx, son of Thomas M, miller, 

married 

Eliza Dace, full age, single, of Witham, dau of James Dace, church clerk 

 

1843 onwards, re Chelmsford 

‘One smart young man who launched himself on a wave of optimism in the 1840s into a career 

and a well-founded business was James Dace, professor of music. On 22 May 1843, when Dace 

was organist at All Saints’ church, Maldon, he offered a ‘gratuitous treat’ to a regrettably 

small audience in the Chelmsford Mechanics Institute in New London Road. The ‘musical 

gems with which the programme was studded’ included works by Mozart, Rossini, Bellini, 

Thalberg, Labitzky, Davaux and Pleyel. They were performed by Professor Dace at the 

pianoforte and organ, supported by an ‘effective orchestra’ made up of five violins, one 

violincello, one contra basso, and a flute. The Chelmsford Chronicle’s music critic gave the 

occasion an encouraging write-up, praising the professor’s ‘masterly style’ and ‘respectable’ 

conducting, particularly in the ‘excellent quadrilles, Les Plaisirs de L’Industrie, given with 

great spirit’, which elicited an encore. There was even a kind reference to the flautist, Thomas 

Dennis, who ‘… unfortunately was not able to raise his flute to the pitch of the pianoforte and 

consequently labored under difficulties, considering which, he came off with great eclat’. The 

free concert was probably mounted to attract pupils in the county town. Over the next five 

years, 1843-8, James Dace, while continuing to be employed as an organist in Maldon, steadily 

built up a reputation as a teacher, until in January 1849, when he was living at Colchester, he 

advertised that he would in future be visiting his Chelmsford pupils twice a week, on 

Wednesday and Thursday, whilst continuing to teach weekly in Writtle, Witham, Maldon, 

Southminster, Burnham, Kelvedon, Coggeshall and elsewhere. At some date in the next two 

years he was in Leamington Spa when some published compositions were attributed to 

'Professor James Dace of Leamington Spa’. But in a letter from Royal Leamington Spa 

published in the Chelmsford Chronicleof 25 July 1851, he informed his friends and 

patrons that in a few days he would be resuming his ‘professional vocations in Essex’, 

where he could be contacted at Colchester. BY 1855 he had moved from Colchester to 

Chelmsford, where the business he was to found has remained ever since. Still a 

professor of music, he was living in 5 Western Terrace in New London Road, moving 

later across the river to New Bridge Street. By 1859 he had acquired a warehouse to 

stock pianos and harmoniums, and was selling music. By 1862 he had opened a 

branch in Stratford, by 1863 he had added instrument repairs to the Chelmsford 

business, and by 1866 had opened two more branches at Colchester and Romford. By 

1899 the business had become James Dace and Son, as it is designated to this day’. 

(Hilda Grieve, The Sleepers and the Shadows, vol 2, 1994). 
 

1845 electoral register 

James Dace owner house at Chipping Hill 

 

1846, March 10 

Robert Bretnall wrote in his diary ‘I with my wife went to a Concert of Vocal Musick at the 

Institution Room, Witham, conducted by James Dace and Mr Boultwood we were well 

entained [sic] got home soon after Eleven’ (ERO D/DBs F38) 

 

 

1847, Dec 7th 

Robert Bretnall wrote in his diary ‘I went to the White Hart to hear a Concert performed by 14 

Musions [sic] and a Miss Seymour conducted by Mr Dace and a Mr Thorn their [sic] was Davis 

the famous Trumpet blower there I left at 10 o’clock’ (ERO D/DBs F38). 
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1848 directory 

James Dace, parish clerk, at Chipping Hill. 

 

 

1851 census returns, HO 107/1783, f.226, p.15, schedule 44, Chipping Hill 

 

James Dace Head M 60 Church clerk born Essex, Writtle 

Elizabeth Dace Wife M 24  born Essex, 

Woodham Walter 

Rosetta Dace Dau  3  born Essex, Witham 

Gustavius Orlando 

Dace 

Son  1  born Essex, Witham 

Next to Woolpack 

 

1851 census returns, HO 107/1782, f.198, p.4, schedule 13, Newland Street 

Thomas Mead Head M 33 Baker employing 1 

man 

born Essex, Wickham 

Eliza Mead Wife M 33 Wife of ditto born Essex, Witham 

Thomas N Mead Son  8 Scholar born Middx, London 

Emily Eliza Mead Dau  5 Daughter born Essex, Witham 

Jane Ellen Dace Sist 

in law 

U 25 Dress maker born Essex, Witham 

James Dace Lodge

r 

Wid

r 

62 Gentleman Not known 

32 Newland Street 

 

1858 

A James Dace and George Dace were in the Witham Union House, belonging to Witham 

parish. James had been there for 82 days and George for 81 in the half year ending 29 

September (D/P 30/19/5). 

 

1861 census returns, RG 9/1107, f.98, p.20, schedule 103, Church Street (next to 

Woolpack) 

James Dace Head M 74 Church clerk born Essex, Writtle 

Elizabeth Dace Wife M 34  born Essex, 

Woodham Walter 

Gustavius O Dace Son  11 Scholar born Essex, Witham 

Isabella Dace Dau  9 Scholar born Essex, Witham 

 

1861 census returns, RG 9/1107, f.16, p.25, Witham Union House 

George Dace Paupe

r 

Widr 47 Pauper, gardener born Essex, Witham 

Emily Dace Paupe

r 

Un 9 Pauper, scholar born Essex, Witham 

Jane Dace Paupe

r 

Un 8 Pauper, scholar born Essex, Witham 

 

Also Rosata Dace, 12, nursemaid at Cootes, born Witham, RG 9/1107, f.89, p.1 

 
1861 census returns, RG 9/1057, f.100, Orchard Court, Orchard Place, West Ham 

(info from Elizabeth Sellers) 
Robert Dace H U 32 Professor of Music born Essex, Witham 

Emma Cox Sis Wid 41 Housekeeper born Essex, Chipping 
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Hill, Witham 

Alfred Mead Neph  8  born Essex, Witham 

 
1863 directory 

Robert Dace, parish clerk, Chipping Hill 

(perhaps an error) 

 

1864 burial register 

25 April, James Dace aged 77 

 

ERO Accession A5404. ‘Bramston scrapbooks’. Book 1, greenish cover, page 2 of 

notes 

‘Church Clerk and Sexton’ (handwritten on page, one page) 

‘On the death of James Dace it was desirable to make new arrangements for performing the 

duties of the Clerk and sexton ... Mr Oswald was appointed nominally as Clerk and the duties 

were to be performed by deputies. The persons appointed to perform the duties of Clerk and 

Sexton were James Rushen --- [blank] Youngs and four boys named Richards, Youngs, 

Holland and Ansell’. 

Details of duties given, ending with ‘The four boys were to attend St Nicolas Church and make 

the Responses in the service attending alternately upon the Clergy in the Vestry and were 

each to receive 5s per quarter. These arrangements commenced ... Michaelmas 1864’. 

 

1871-1901 census returns 

Cant see any Dace in Witham census 

 

1881 census, RG 11/1791, f.86, p.6, 21 High Street, Colchester St Runwald. 

(from internet index) 
James Dace Head M 59 Professor of Music born Essex, Witham 

Elizabeth Dace Wife M 43  born Essex, Colchester 

Arthur W Dace Son U 15 Scholar born Essex, Colchester 

Ernest W Dace Son U 12 Scholar born Essex, Colchester 

Eva Dace Dau  8 Scholar born Essex, Colchester 

Laura Dace Dau  2  born Essex, Colchester 

Mary A Bennett Serv U 40 Domestic servant born Essex, Colchester 

Try…ead Polley Serv U 20 Domestic servant born Essex, Colchester 

 

1891 census returns, RG 12/1410, folio 82, 21 High Street, Colchester 
James Dace H M 59 

(60?) 

Professor of music, 

dealer in instruments 

born Essex, Witham 

Elizabeth Dace W M 53  born Essex, Colchester 

Ernest W Dace S U 22 Pianoforte tuner born Essex, Colchester 

Eva Dace D U 18  born Essex, Colchester 

Laura Dace D  12  born Essex, Colchester 

 

1896 

Obit of James Dace in Chelmsford Chronicle, 4 Sept 

We regret to announce the death of Mr. James Dace, musician and musical composer, 

which took place yesterday at noon. About six weeks ago Mr. Dace caught a chill while 

staying at Clacton. He was taken home to Colchester, put to bed, and never rose again. 

The name of Dace is well known in musical circles in Essex. The deceased gentleman 

has been successful as a composer, and has also carried on a large business as a dealer 

in music, musical instruments &c. in Chelmsford and Colchester for many years. Mr. 

Dace at one time lived in Chelmsford. He acted as organist at Moulsham Church for 

some time, and afterwards as organist at the London-road Congregational Chapel. Mr 
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Dace, who was between 70 and 80 years of age, leaves a widow (who, sad to say, is 

lying seriously ill, and not expected to recover), and two sons and two daughters. 

 
 

 

Phone conversation with Richard Hickman of Daces music shop in 
Chelmsford, April 2002 

 

For summary of James Dace in Chelmsford see Hilda Grieve Sleepers and Shadows 
vol 2. James was probably born c. 1822 in Witham. Shop founded 1850-55. Prior to 

that was in West Country for a few years and then came back to Essex. Was itinerant 

teacher and performer. Quite a large family.  

 

At peak were 4 or 5 shops, Colchester, Romford, Ilford, E Ham. By c.1920s only 

Chelmsford and Colchester left and Dace family themselves moved to Colchester. 

 

Last Dace was Alan Dace sold business 1937-38. Dace shop was in London Road till 30 

years ago. Richard Hickman’s father and the manager went into partnership. 

________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________ 
 

Sue White wrote this to me in 2019 

“I am related to the Daces through James Dace senior.  He married twice - James Dace the music 

shop owner and professor of music was his son through his first marriage.  When James senior's 

wife died, he went on to marry a woman very much younger than himself and had three further 
children - two daughters and a son.  I am descended through his son Gustavus Orlando Dace (who 

like the rest of the family was very musical). He had one son - Lawrence Orlando (these names 

were sometimes reversed) and his daughter Phyllis was my grandmother. I am totally fascinated by 

the Dace line.  Gustavus was killed by a lorry in Kensington High Street in 1919 and Lawrence died 

in 1935.  My grandmother knew little of the Dace family as she had become estranged from them. 

 However she did have a Dace piano!” 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Seraphine/Serophene, musical instrument played by James Dace 

 

Dixon’s diary 1842 

Rev Bramston told off his church clerk James Dace for letting his musician son play 

the serophine at the new Congregational church. 

 

OED (old several vol edition in ERO) 

Seraphine – A musical instrument of the reed kind, invented by John Green in 

1833. Quotations include ‘In England keyboard harmonicas with bellow were known 

by the name of Seraphine, which was not a harmonium (Greene’s musical 

dictionary). ‘In most beer houses of the better class there is an American organ or 

‘seraphine’ (Western Gazette 1900). 

 

 

http://trfn.clpgh.org/free-reed/reviews/sandermanbolero.html 

A rare Seraphine is the oldest instrument on this disc and the item that most 

aroused my curiosity. Built in 1837 by Messrs Kirkman & White of London, this 

http://trfn.clpgh.org/free-reed/reviews/sandermanbolero.html
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pressure-winded predecessor of the harmonium possesses a single set of reeds 

within its mahogany case. One of its two pedals supplies air while the second 

operates a muting device. Upon this instrument Sanderman plays two selections 

from Mr. Green's Seraphine Tutor, some of the last compositions from the pen of the 

venerable Samuel Wesley. As one might expect from a contemporary of Mozart and 

Beethoven, refined elegance permeates Wesley's music. However, Sanderman 

admits the slow-speaking reeds of the seraphine and its unwieldy means of raising 

wind were impositions upon a performer accustomed to the more flexible 

harmonium. He has some difficulty in managing this instrument and the results 

sound somewhat rushed and lacking in grace.  

The music of two contemporary Dutch composers  

 

 

http://www.probertencyclopaedia.com/V6.HTM 

SERAPHINE  

The seraphine is a wind instrument whose sounding parts are reeds, consisting of a 

thin tongue of brass playing freely through a slot in a plate. It has a case, like a 

piano, and is played by means of a similar keyboard, the bellows being worked by 

the foot. The melodeon is a portable variety of this instrument.  

 

 

http://www.bangor.ac.uk/~muu804/whh_music.htm 

WHH also played the Royal Seraphine, which was a small keyboard instrument 

that was a predecessor of the harmonium. The advantage of this instrument was 

that it was portable, which WHH took advantage of, and played it in the church 

yard on Queen Victoria's coronation-day in June 1838. Crane (1882) describes her 

father's instrument as being 'one of the first ever made, and certainly the first 

imported into Worcestershire,' a claim that is supported by the fact that the 

instrument was only invented in London about eight years earlier.  

 

http://machaut.uchicago.edu/cgi-bin/WEBSTER.page.sh?PAGE=1314 

Seraphine 

<XPAGE=1314Ser"a*phine (?), n. [From Seraph.] (Mus.) A wind instrument whose 

sounding parts are reeds, consisting of a thin tongue of brass playing freely through 

a slot in a plate. It has a case, like a piano, and is played by means of a similar 

keybord, the bellows being worked by the foot. The melodeon is a portable variety of 

this instrument.  
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RE.HTM
EL.HTM
SB.HTM
V5.HTM
SB.HTM
VI.HTM
http://www.bangor.ac.uk/~muu804/whh_music.htm
http://machaut.uchicago.edu/cgi-bin/WEBSTER.page.sh?PAGE=1314
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